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FAMILY COURT, MUMBAI
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, B WING, BANDRA EAST, BKC, MUMBAI -400051 Tel/Fax 022-26591270 
Email: fc-bhc@nic.in

Family Court, Mumbai.
Dated :- 4th March, 2022.

: C I R C U L A R :

For introducing Concept of  Parenting Plan to Duty

Holders and Litigants in Custody / access Cases

Reference :-  Judgment  of  Hon’ble  Bombay High
Court  in  the  case  of  Tushar  Vishnu  Unable  Vs.
Archana  Tushar  Ubale  reported  in  2016  SCC
OnLine Bombay 33.

 WHEREAS,  the  Hon’ble  Bombay High  Court  in  the

above referred judgment has suggested and held the following

things :-

A] The Law Commission has elaborated the parameters

in respect of the child custody.  The Law Commission has also

suggested that the concept of shared custody can be sown and

saplings can be planted in the minds of the parents, so that the

fruits of the company of both the parents can be enjoyed by a

child of the warring parents.  

B] The Hon’ble Bombay High Court has observed in the

above  referred  judgment  that  a  Parenting  Plan  is  a  mutual

arrangement of custody and access, which is an outcome of a

matured parenting.  The ideal situation is that joint parenting is a

rule and single parenting is an exception.  When both parents are

available,  their  association  with  the  child  cannot  be  artificially

Arnaz Hathiram
www.mensdayout.com



                                                                 2

denied only due to fights, hatred and vindictive approach of the

parents.

C] The Hon’ble Bombay High Court has further held that

though it  is  not  mandatory that  all  the parents should adopt  a

Parenting  Plan,  it  is  advisable  that  the  Family  Court  to  invite

them to consider Parenting Plan in the cases found suitable .The

Law Commission of India  has taken formal cognizance of  the

legal rights involved in joint parenting.  This, of course, may be

attuned to the circumstances of particular case  and must account

for the special needs of a particular child.

2. WHEREAS,  considering  the  above  judgment  of  the

Hon’ble  Bombay  High  Court  in  the  case  of  Ubale  Vs.  Ubale

( Supra) and considering the provisions contained in  Section 9

of The Family Courts Act, 1984, it is the duty of all duty holders

of Family Court  to see that there is an amicable settlement of ‘lis’

pertaining to the issue of custody and access for the benefit of the

child  ,  it  is  necessary  to  introduce  a  “Parenting  Plan” to  the

parties and their Ld. counsel to explore the possibility of having

an amicable  arrangement  in  respect  of  custody  ,access  .  The

Draft  parenting plan is enclosed herewith at Annexure ‘A’ for the

benefit of the litigants.

3. Therefore,  it  is  hereby  directed that  the  office  shall

upload a Draft Parenting Plan in an editable  downloadable form,

which can be easily downloaded from the website of the Family

Court,  Mumbai  and easily  filled as per the convenience of  the

parties at their homes or the offices of the Ld. counsel or during

counseling sessions before the Marriage Counselor.  

4. The  office  shall  upload  such  an  editable  word

document of Draft Parenting Plan, so that parties can easily make
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appropriate changes to suit their individual cases and submit it in

court.

5. Marriage  Counsellors, Ld. counsel of the parties and

the Courts shall endeavor to introduce  this Draft Parenting Plan

o the parties  ,  so as to explore the possibility  of an amicable

settlement.

6. A Draft Parenting Plan is annexed with this Circular as

Annexure ‘A’ for the benefit of all the duty holders of the Family

Court, Mumbai.

            ( P. L. Palsingankar )
                   Principal Judge,

Enclosure :- Draft Parenting Plan          Family Court, Mumbai.
pps/crtd

Digitally signed
by Prasad
Laxmikant
Palsingankar
Date:
2022.03.05
18:01:51 +0530
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